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A Message to Parents and Students 
 
 
 

The Laredo Independent School District provides a Middle School 
curriculum which offers a diversity of courses and programs of study 
to its middle school students. This Middle School Curriculum Bulletin 
is designed to provide parents and students general information about 
the courses and programs available.  The Bulletin is also designed to 
help students begin making plans for high school and beyond. 
 
Although high school graduation, college, or a job may seem far down 
the road, it is important that parents begin getting involved in their 
child’s education to ensure each student takes all the right courses 
which will best prepare them for the future. While most middle school 
students have to take a required curriculum, there are classes and 
programs which are suited for different career plans. Working 
together with the school counselors, teachers, parents and students can 
select the courses best suited to meet their interests, abilities, and plans 
for the future. 
 
It is of utmost importance that parents and students become actively 
involved in their pre- registration and registration process. Becoming 
involved in the process will ensure that all students receive the best 
education possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



General Information 
 
 
Introduction 
All LISD middle schools follow the same curriculum, district timelines, and student code of 
conduct. They all service students from grades 6th through 8th. All LISD middle schools use the 
concept of teaming as a format for instruction. Although there may be some differences in some of 
the courses available at each campus, all LISD middle schools are committed to providing the best 
educational opportunity and learning environment to their students. 
 

Online Communication (eChalk) 
Each school in the Laredo Independent School District is equipped with its own private, secure and 
easy-to-use intranet called eChalk. The purpose of eChalk is to improve communication between 
students, teachers and parents. 
 

The eChalk application includes: 
 An Online School Calendar 
 A School Directory 
 On Line Classrooms 
 Student Safe e-mail 

 

With eChalk parents and students can: 
 Communicate with faculty and staff at their schools 
 Look at your school’s homepage for current school news 
 Keep informed  of what’s going on in each of your child’s classes including: 

homework, assignments, projects, upcoming events, etc. 
 

Why is Online Communication Essential? 
1. Achievement: recent research by the University of California at Irvine 

and the University of Minnesota finds a strong correlation between 
high-achieving classrooms and use of e-mail. 

2. Parent involvement: numerous studies have demonstrated a strong link 
between increased parent involvement and improved student achievement. 

3. Accountability: increasing the visibility of class schedules, assignments, 
and materials increases teacher accountability. 

4. Preparing for the next step: introducing students to e-mail is key to 
preparing them for college and career. 
 
 

Log on to http://laredoisd.org/directory/default.htm and learn more about your child/children’s 
education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Teaming 
All middle schools in Laredo Independent School District are implementing the concept of teaming 
at their campuses. Teaming is a concept in education whereby teachers from the core subject areas 
(English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies) are grouped together and share the 
same group of students. Teaming offers both teachers and students many advantages. Teaming 
allows teachers to pool their knowledge and experience to offer their students the best education 
possible. It offers students a group they can identify with and from which they can receive support. 
Teachers can plan interdisciplinary units that integrate all subject areas. Through interdisciplinary 
units, students can see a connection and relevancy to the material being presented in their classes. 
Teachers also benefit from teaming because they can get to know and work more closely with a 
smaller group of students. Teachers can keep better track of their students and thus ensure that all 
their educational needs are being met. Parents also benefit from teaming. Since teaming allows for 
the group of teachers to share a common planning period, parents can attend parent conferences at 
one period and meet all teachers at one time. Overall, teaming offers schools, parents, and students 
a more productive classroom/school environment. 
 

Curriculum 
All middle schools in Laredo ISD offer a core curriculum which students must take and pass.  Each 
academic team offers the core curriculum which consists of Language Arts (English and Reading 
blocks), Math, Social Studies, and Science. All core courses follow the Texas Essential Knowledge 
Skills (TEKS), the TAKS objectives, and the district timelines. In addition to the core classes, 
students take some required electives such as Physical Education and Art.  Each campus also 
provides a variety of elective courses in which students may enroll. All LISD middle schools also 
provide Special Education.  Content Mastery and ESL classes to students who may qualify for 
them. Students who excel in academics may participate in the Gifted and Talented (GT) programs 
or the (Pre-AP) Pre-Advanced placement classes. Some of the seventh and eighth grade advanced 
courses may earn students high school credits. Students attend their core and advanced courses for 
the full year. Most elective courses are only for one semester. Each middle school schedules classes 
to best meet their students’ needs. 
 

Promotion/Retention 
All LISD middle schools follow the same promotion/retention policy. In order to pass a course, 
students must earn a grade of 70 or higher and meet the attendance requirements. To be promoted to 
the next grade level, students must meet two requirements: 1) they must pass three of the four core 
classes; and 2) they must earn a 70 overall average in all courses taken. Special Education students 
are reviewed by their Admission, Review, or Dismissal (ARD) committees to determine whether 
they will be promoted, placed, or retained. A student who fails a grade may appeal to a campus 
committee or they may attend the Optional Extended Year Program (summer school) to 
be promoted to the next grade level.  Starting in 2008, all eighth grade students must also meet the 
passing standard of TAKS reading and mathematics in order to be promoted to the ninth grade. All 
eight grade students will have three chances to meet the TAKS passing standards. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Grading Policy 
Middle school students will pass a six weeks course if they earn a grade of 70 or higher. A six 
weeks grade consists of an average of 50% daily grades and 50% tests and quizzes. If a teacher 
requires that students keep a notebook, and they want to assign a grade for it, then they may assign 
it 5%, 45% tests and quizzes, and 50% daily grades.  Additionally, Fall and Spring Semester exams 
are administered to students. 
 

Attendance 
 
The Laredo Independent School District adheres to the Texas Education Code Rules and 
Regulations as listed below:  
 
Texas Education Code 25.085 - Compulsory School Attendance  

(a) A child who is required to attend school under this section shall attend school each school 
day for the entire period the program of instruction is provided. 

(b) Unless specifically exempted by this Section 25.086, a child who is at least six years of age, 
or who is younger than six years of age and has previously been enrolled in first grade, and 
who has not yet reached the child’s 18th birthday shall attend school. 

 
Texas Education Code 25.092 – Minimum Attendance for Class Credit 

(a) Except as provided by this section, a student may not be given credit for a class unless the 
student is in attendance for a least 90 percent of the days the class is offered. 

 
Texas Education Code 25.093 – Parent Contributing to Nonattendance  
 

(a) A warning letter is issued as required by Section 25.095(a), charging the parent with                        
criminal negligence if, he/she fails to require the child to attend school as required by law, 
and the child has absences for the amount of time specified under Section 25.094. 

 
Texas Education Code 25.094 – Failure to Attend School 
 

(a) An individual commits an offense if the individual:  
(1) is required to attend school under Section 25.085; and 
(2) fails to attend school on 10 or more days or parts of days within a six month period 

in the same school year or on three or more days or parts of days within a four week 
period. 

 
Texas Education Code 25.095 – Warning Notices 

(a) A school district or open-enrollment charter school shall notify a student’s parent in writing 
at the beginning of  the school year that if a student is absent from school on ten or more 
days or part of days within a six month period in the same school year or three or more days 
or part of days within a four-week period. The notice must inform the parent of the Texas 
Education Code 25.093 & 25.094 as defined above. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Texas Education Code 25.092 – Minimum Attendance for Class Credit 
See FEC (LOCAL) below: 
 
Laredo ISD 240901 ATTENDANCE FOR CREDIT  FEC (LOCAL) 
 
 
PARENTAL NOTICE OF EXCESSIVE ABSENCES 
A student and the student’s parent or guardian shall be given written notice prior to and at such time 
when a student’s attendance in any class drops below 90 percent the class is offered. 
 
METHODS FOR REGAINNING CREDIT 
When a student’s attendance drops below 90 percent but remains at least at 75 percent of the days 
the class is offered, the student may earn credit for the class by completing a plan approved by the 
principal. This plan must for the student to meet the instructional requirements of the class as 
determined by the principal. 
 
If the student fails to successfully complete the plan, or when a student’s attendance drops below 75 
percent of the days the class is offered, the student parent, or representative may request award of 
credit by submitting a written petition to the appropriate attendance committee.    

 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) Test 
All middle schools students must take the TAKS test when scheduled in the spring.   Sixth, seven 
and eighth grade students take the Reading and Math TAKS tests each school year.  In addition, 
seventh grade student take the Writing TAKS and eighth grade students take the Social Studies and 
Science TAKS test.   Additionally, all eighth grade students must also meet the passing standard of 
TAKS reading and mathematics in order to be promoted to the ninth grade. 
 

Remediation/Intervention 
Students with low performance on TAKS or other assessments may be required to enroll in a 
tutorial class embedded during the instructional day.  Students may also be required to attend after 
school and Saturday Tutorials. 
 
Student Conduct 
All LISD students must follow the LISD Student Code of Conduct. Each student is given a copy of 
the booklet. Parents are required to sign the booklet and return the notification page to the campus. 
The LISD school board approved a zero tolerance for drugs and weapons. Students who fail to 
follow the code of conduct will be appropriately disciplined. Students who violate the code of 
conduct or who demonstrate serious or continuous disruptive behavior may be referred to the In-
School Program (ISS), the F. S. Lara Academy (LISD's alternative school), or the Webb County 
Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program. Parents may be fined for disruptive behavior or for 
damage to school property. 

 
Closed Campuses 
All LISD middle schools are closed campuses. Students are not allowed to leave the school's 
premises unless they have written requests from their parents/guardians and written permission 
from the school's administrators. 

 
 



 
Dress Code 
Middle school students must wear clothing that is appropriate for school as defined in the student 
Code of Conduct. They may not wear any clothing which shows profanity, drugs or drug 
paraphernalia, or is too revealing. Each school is responsible to inform their students of the 
appropriate dress code.   Each campus may adopt additional dress code guidelines than what is in 
the code of conduct.  However, these guidelines must be announced over the PA system, in 
newsletters and/or shall be posted prominently throughout the school.  If the principal determines 
that a student’s grooming violates the dress code, the student shall be given an opportunity to 
correct the problem. 
 

Parental Involvement 
All LISD schools believe in having a strong parental involvement component as part of 
their Campus Educational Improvement Plans. It is extremely important that parents work as 
closely as possible with their children's school. LISD middle schools welcome parents to meet with 
their children's educators regarding academic progress, extracurricular activities, and campus 
initiatives. Parents may meet with teachers during their conference/planning periods, campus open 
houses, or pre-arranged meetings. Parents receive regular academic reports. Each three weeks, 
teachers send either a student progress report or a six weeks report card. In addition, each campus 
schedules many different meetings and activities that are designed to involve parents. Parents are 
also strongly encouraged to join the various parent organizations at each campus such as 
PTA/PTO's, Band Parents Organizations, Booster Clubs, etc. In addition, parents are encouraged to 
become volunteers to aid in a multitude of daily school activities by contacting the Parent Liaison at 
each school.  All LISD campuses have a full time Parent Liaison whose main focus is to build 
relationships among the home, school and community to ensure student success. 
 

Community Involvement 
In addition to parental support, LISD strongly encourages community involvement in our schools. 
Community involvement serves many purposes. First and foremost, it provides students and parents 
with models of a caring and involved community; secondly, it provides teachers and administrators 
moral support in the education of the community's children; thirdly, it provides the community with 
an opportunity to participate and see how the campus functions. Community involvement can be 
done in several ways. Community members can be tutors, guest speakers, sponsors, and members of 
different school committees. 
 

Some LISD campuses have direct community services provided by the Communities In School 
(CIS) agency. Communities In School is an agency that is housed in the campus building. They 
provide counseling and tutoring to at-risk students. If some students need additional services such as 
drug counseling, CIS personnel help students make the necessary arrangements. In addition, in 
some campuses, CIS provides parenting and citizenship classes. 
 

Laredo Independent School District believes that along with a strong parental involvement program, 
schools also need strong involvement from the community.  Community involvement brings 
relevancy and connection between the classroom and real life. Community involvement also 
provides students with positive role models and exposes them to different careers and 
simultaneously provides the community insight as to the quality of education that the schools are 
providing. 

 
 

 



 

School Programs & Courses 
 

Gifted and Talented Program 
According to the Texas Education Code §29.121 and the Laredo Independent School District 
(LISD) Board Policy, G/T students are “those identified by professionally qualified persons, who 
perform at, or show the potential for performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment 
when compared to others of the same age, experience, or environment.  These are students who 
required differentiated educational program and/or services beyond those normally provided by the 
regular school program in order to realize their contribution to self and society.  Students of high 
performance include those with demonstrated achievement and/or high potential ability in any of 
the following areas: 
 ●  Exhibits high performance capability in an intellectual, creative, or artistic area; 
 ●  Possess an unusual capacity for leadership;         or, 
 ●  Excels in a specific academic field. 
 
In accordance with House Bill 3 section 39.236 Gifted and Talented Standards the commissioner 
shall adopt standards to evaluate school district programs for gifted and talented students to 
determine whether a district operates a program for gifted and talented students in accordance with: 

1) the Texas Performance Standards Project; or 
2) another program approved by the commissioner that meets the requirements of the state 

plan for the education of gifted and talented students under Section 29.123. 
 
The G/T students in Laredo ISD are served through the following elementary and secondary 
programs: 
 ●  Campus Cluster Programs at each campus (K-5) 
            ●  Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) for grades 6-10, and 
 ●  The College Board Advanced Placement program for (AP) for grades 11-12. 
 
Middle School Campuses (6-8) 
Students receive G/T services through Pre-Advanced Placement courses that are offered in the four 
core academic areas (math, science, social studies, and language arts).  These courses offer an array 
of learning opportunities commensurate with the abilities of gifted students.  Courses are 
comprehensive, structured, sequenced, and appropriately challenging to meet individual student 
learning needs.  Student may choose to take Pre-AP level courses for all four of the academic areas 
or may choose to take only those courses that meet their areas of interest.  They required to take at 
least one Pre-AP course.  Pre AP classes provide a challenging curriculum that is aligned with the 
College Board Advanced Placement course curriculum objectives for students in grades 6-10.  
Advanced skills are introduced through traditional subject areas by inquiry and problem-based 
learning.  This initiative provides middle school students with the necessary foundation to become 
successful in taking AP courses in high school. 
 
Duke University Talent Identification Program 
This program is available to 7th grade students.  Students must have scored at the 97th 
percentile or above on the national norms of achievement, aptitude, or mental ability test battery. 
Students are provided with information about their ability and about educational options and 
programs that may benefit them. Each student is also given the opportunity to take the SAT or ACT, 
and they can compare their results with those of other participants. 
 



 

 
 English as a Second Language  
 English as a Second Language (ESL) Program is designed only for the students of limited English 
proficiency (LEP) with Recent Immigrant status, whose primary language is not English and /or 
who comes from a home where the primary language is other than English.  Such a student is 
identified using the Home Language Survey, which indicates the language heard at home and 
spoken by the student.  If another language is heard or spoken by the student, an oral language 
proficiency test is administered.  The student’s oral language proficiency is assessed using the 
Language Assessment Scale (LAS).  The student’s academic level is determined using the Terra 
Nova Cat Achievement Test.  Based on the results of these tests, the Language Proficiency 
Assessment Committee (LPAC) assigns the student to one of these instructional levels:  ESL 1  
(year 1) or ESL II (year 2 or 3) with an ESL certified teacher.  These students are exited from the 
program only after they have met the state mandated Exit Criteria. Students who are Continuing 
LEP, but not Recent immigrants are assigned to mainstream classes of English with ELA/ESL 
Certified teachers. These students will maintain LEP status until they meet criteria for exiting. 
 

Special Education 
The Laredo Independent School District offers special education services to all students who are 
found eligible in accordance with state and federal established policies and procedures.  These 
services ensure that all children with disabilities have available to them a free and appropriate 
public education that emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their 
unique needs and prepare them for further education, employment and independent living.  
34 CFR§300.1(a) 
 

Response to Intervention 
Response to Intervention (RTI) is a three tiered model for instructional delivery service to meet the 
academic and behavioral needs of all students through research based scientific interventions.  RTI 
provides high quality instruction with frequent progress monitoring and data review to make  
informed educational decisions for the students’ instruction.  RTI is an approach that will increase 
the opportunity for students to meet academic achievement standards through early identification in 
the regular classroom setting. 

 
Section 504 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a civil right law that prohibits discrimination on 
basis of disability.  Public entities, such as our school district, receiving federal funding are required 
to follow this provision of the law. 
 
Laredo Independent School District does not discriminate against students with disabilities of 
substantial limitation.  Campus §504 committees identify students that qualify and develop 
individual accommodation plans for these students.  These accommodations assist students to have 
successful opportunities in spite of their disabilities.  Plans are implemented by students’ teachers 
until student exits §504 as per §504 campus committee determination. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Dyslexia 
The Texas Education Agency requires that school districts provide dyslexia instructional services 
for those students identified as dyslexic at their home campus until they are successful in 
overcoming their learning disability.  In the middle schools and high schools students who still need 
instructional services are enrolled in specialized reading classes with trained teacher who provide 
instruction for dyslexic students.  Once students meet the district’s exit criteria they may exit the 
dyslexia instructional program as per dyslexia decision committee.  Exited dyslexic students’ 
progress is monitored by the campus to ensure their continued academic success. 

 
F. S. Lara Academy 
The Francisco S. Lara Academy, LISD's alternative school, offers an alternative education to 
students who are removed from their campuses for disruptive behavior, being in possession/or 
under the influence of controlled substances, or being in possession of illegal weapons. As required 
by Senate Bill I, students who need to be assigned to an Alternative Education Program (AEP) are  
given instruction in the four core areas of Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies. In 
addition, as required by Senate Bill I, AEP students receive Self-Discipline instruction. The 
Academy offers students an opportunity to continue their education to ensure students meet the 
TEKS. The primary function of the Academy is to address student behavior. Through a structured 
learning environment and the Learning for Life curriculum, students will develop self -esteem and 
achieve academic success no extra-curricular activities are offered at Lara Academy. 
 

In-School Suspension 
LISD's In-School Suspension (ISS) Program, is an alternative to suspension for students in grades 
6-12th. This program provides for the students' needs through positive discipline, basic learning 
skills, counseling, and referral services. The primary design of the program is short-term placement 
from one to three days. Students are released when they complete all days assigned, and meet all the 
behavioral conditions placed by the administrator(s), and satisfactorily complete all classroom work 
sent by teachers. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 
University Interscholastic League (UIL) 
The University Interscholastic League (UIL) is an extension of the curriculum presented to 6th, 
7th and 8th grade students. UIL gives students opportunities to test themselves against their own 
accomplishments and those of their peers through properly conducted competitive activities. 
Students participate in academic competitions in the areas of their strengths. Students must 
prepare for the competitions for weeks in advance. These preparations and competitive events 
reinforce the instruction that the students receive in their classroom. The competitive aspect of 
UIL helps foster leadership, team building, communication, and academic skills. In addition, it 
allows students another forum to meet and socialize.  

 

Athletics 
All middle schools offer 7th and 8th grade football (boys and girls), 7th and 8th grade 
volleyball {girls), 7th and 8th grade basketball (boys and girls), track (boys and girls) 
A pre-athletics program for 6th grade students is offered at all middle schools; except for  F. S. Lara 
Academy 
 

Music/Band 
Band is an instrumental music program which includes woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments. 
Students receive instruction in playing musical instruments, marching and performing in front of an 
audience. It is highly recommended that students join band in the middle school since 
participation at the high school generally depends on middle school enrollment. 

 
PEP Squad/Cheerleading 
Cheerleading and the pep squad are programs in which organanized groups perform and compete 
throughout the school year. Students at all grade levels are encouraged to audition. 

 
Music/Orchestra 
Orchestra is an instrumental music program in which students learn to play string instruments. 
They study a varied repertoire ranging from Renaissance to Modern to Popular, Folk, and Classical Music. 
 

Student Council 
This organization instills American ideals, leadership, and citizenship skills among the students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING SERVICES 
 

The state of Texas requires school districts to implement 
a Comprehensive Developmental Guidance and 
Counseling Program as per TEC. 33.005. 
 
Counselors – Partners in Student Achievement 
 

 
MISSION 

 

The Comprehensive Developmental Guidance Program will 
assist each student in his/her personal-social, academic and 
career development and is an integral part of the total 
educational program.  It provides a systemic approach for 
helping students acquire and apply basic life skills through the 
implementation of the Guidance Program as per TEC 33.005. 
 

 
ROLE OF A COUNSELOR 
 ~  Implementation and Management 
 ~  Guidance 
 ~  Counseling 
 ~  Consultation 
 ~  Coordination 
 ~  Assessment-Interpret Test Results 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

PROGRAM COMPONENTS ~  
 

 

~  GUIDANCE CURRICULUM ~  
           To help students develop their full educational potential; 
 → Self-confidence development 
 → Decision making, goal setting and planning, and problem solving skills 
 → Communication skills  
  

~  RESPONSIVE SERVICES ~  
     Component to intervene on behalf of any student whose immediate personal   
     concerns or problems put the students’ continued educational, career,  
     personal or social development at-risk; 

 → Academic concerns including study skills 
 → School-related concerns – truancy, misbehavior, school  
               avoidance, dropout prevention 
 → Relationship concerns 
  

~ INDIVIDUAL PLANNING ~  
   System to guide a student as the student plans, monitors and manages the 
    student’s own educational, career (including interest and career objectives),  
    personal and social development; and 

 → Educational planning 
 → Career planning 
 → Personal – social development 
 

~ SYSTEM SUPPORT ~  
    To support the effort of teachers, staff, parents and other members of the  
    community in promoting the educational, career, personal and social  
   development of students. 

 → Guidance program development and management 
 → Parent education 
 → Staff collaboration and consultation 
 → Professional development 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 
English Language Arts 
Minimum 90 minutes 
required daily 
 
Accelerated Reading  
Minimum of 30 and  
maximum of 90 
minutes required for 
students in need of 
intervention 
 

 
English Language 
Arts 
 
 
Accelerated 
Reading 
 
 
 
 
 

 
English Language 
Arts 
 
 
Accelerated 
Reading  
 
 
 
 
 

 
English Language Arts 
 
 
Accelerated Reading 
 
 
 
 

 
Mathematics 
Minimum of 90  
minutes required daily 

 
 

Accelerated Mathematics 
 
 
Minimum of 30 and 
maximum of 90 minutes 
required for students in need 
of intervention 

 

 
Mathematics 
 
 
 
 
Accelerated 
Mathematics 

 
Mathematics 
 
 
 
 
Accelerated 
Mathematics 

 
Mathematics 
* Algebra I 
 
 
 
Accelerated Mathematics

 
Science 
Minimum 90 minutes 
Required every other day 
 
 
Accelerated Writing @ 
Cigarroa Middle 
 
Minimum 30 maximum 90 
minutes required for students 
in need of intervention. 
 

 

 
Science 
 
 
 
 
Accelerated 
Science 
 
 

 
Science 
 
 
 
 
Accelerated 
Science 

 
Science 
 
 
 
 
Accelerated Science 

 
 

 

Course Outlines 
 
Discipline 6th Grade  7th Grade      8th Grade 
 



 

 

 
Social Studies 
Minimum 90 minutes every 
other day 

 
Accelerated Social Studies 
 
 
Minimum 30 maximum 90 
minutes required for students 
in need of intervention 

 
World History 
 
 
 
Accelerated Social 
Studies 
 
 
 
 

 
Texas History 
 
 
Accelerated Social 
Studies 
 
 
 
 

 
US History / 
Citizenship 
 
 
Accelerated Social 
Studies 
 
 
 
 

 
Physical Education 
Required 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Co-Ed. Physical 
Education 
 
Adaptive Physical 
Education 
 
Boys Pre-Athletics 
 
Girls Pre-Athletics 

 
Co-Ed. Physical 
Education 
 
Adaptive Physical 
Education 
 
Boys Athletics 
 
Girls Athletics 

 
Co-Ed. Physical 
Education 
 
Adaptive Physical 
Education 
 
Boys Athletics 
 
Girls Athletics 
 

Foreign Languages 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Technology Applications 

Introductory 
Spanish for 6th 
grade  
(One Semester) 
 
 
 
 
 
Integrated into 
curriculum areas 

Introductory 
Spanish for 7th 
Grade 
(One Semester) 
*Spanish I, Full 
Year 
*Earn one high 
school credit 
 
Integrated into 
curriculum areas 

* Spanish I- full year 
* Spanish II- full year
 
* Earns one high  
   school credit 
 
 
 
 
Integrated into 
curriculum areas 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Courses Outlines 
 
Discipline               6th Grade      7th Grade       8th Grade 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Courses Outlines 

 
Discipline                 6th Grade         7th Grade       8th Grade 

 
Health 

 
Health 

 
Health 

 
*Health  *Credit for   
high school at all middle 
schools. 

 
Fine Arts 
 
 

 
Art 
Beginners Band 
Beginners Orchestra 
Choir 
Theater Arts 

 
Art 
Band 
Orchestra 
Choir 
Theater Arts 

 
Art 
Band 
Orchestra 
Choir 
Theater Arts 

Other Electives Electives chosen from course listing on page 31. 

 
Career and Technical 
Education 

  
Exploring Careers 
(C, CH, M, & L)           

 
Touch System Data 
Entry (C, CH, M, & L) 
 
Career Portals 
(C, CH, M, & L) 

 
 
Extra-Curricular 
Activities @ Lamar 
Only 

 
 
Pep Squad/ 
Cheerleading 
UIL 
6th Grade Class 

 
 
Pep Squad/ 
Cheerleading 
UIL 
7th Grade Class 

 
 
Pep Squad/ Cheerleading
UIL 
8th Grade Class 

 
 

  Integrated Skills 

 
 
Remediation for  
6th Grade Science, 
Social Studies, ELA, 
Math 

 
 
Remediation for  
7th Grade Science, 
Social Studies, ELA, 
Math 

 
 
Remediation for  
8th Grade Science, Social 
Studies, ELA, Math 

    



 
Middle School Course Descriptions 

 
Language Arts 6 
In sixth grade, students will engage in activities that build on their prior knowledge and skills in 
order to strengthen their reading, writing and oral language skills.  Students should read a wide 
variety of literacy and informational texts, compose a wide variety of written texts, research and 
know how to locate, synthesize and organize information, listen and respond to ideas of others and 
learn how to use oral and written conventions of the English Language. 
 
The essential knowledge and skills for ESL I and ESL II grades 6-8 are identical to the knowledge 
and skills and student expectations in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English 
Language Arts and Reading. 
 
The goal of LISD is to meet the NCLB requirements of English for Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL) students: (a) The students’ native language serves as a foundation for English language 
acquisition, (b) The cognitive skills transfer from one language to another by identifying the English 
level proficiency of the student whose native language is other than English and applying the state 
approved accommodations during instruction. 
 
There are 4 proficiency levels that are not grade specific: 
 ~  Beginning 
 ~  Intermediate 
 ~  Advanced 
 ~  Advanced High 
 
State mandated Language Acquisition Accommodations: 
 ~  Linguistic Simplication 
 ~  Oral Translation 
 ~  Reading Assistance 
 ~  Bilingual Dictionary 
 ~  English and Spanish Test Side by Side (Grades 3-6) 
 
 

Language Arts 7 
In seventh, students will engage in activities that build on their prior knowledge and skills in order 
to strengthen their reading, writing and oral language skills.  Students should read a wide variety of 
literary and informational texts, compose a wide variety of written texts, research and know how to 
locate, synthesize and organize information, listen and respond to ideas of others and learn how to 
use oral and written conventions of the English Language. 
 

English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 8 
In eight, students will engage in activities that build on their prior knowledge and skills in order to 
strengthen their reading, writing and oral language skills.  Students should read a wide variety of 
literary and informational texts, compose a wide variety of written texts, research and know how to 
locate, synthesize and organize information, listen and respond to ideas of others and learn how to 
use oral and written conventions of the English Language. 
 

 



 
 
Read 180 Labs 
Read 180 is a comprehensive reading intervention program designed to meet the needs of students 
whose reading achievement is below the proficient level.  The program directly addresses individual 
needs through adaptive instructional software, high-interest literature, and direct instruction in 
reading skills. 
 

CEI Labs 
CEI, an acronym for Creative Education Institute, is a reading intervention program which includes 
a multi-sensory learning system that combines CD-quality speech recordings with graphics and 
texts to provide a stimulating learning environment.  It is a computer software program that 
addresses phonemic awareness, phonics, and vocabulary. 
 

Mathematics, Grade 6 
Within a well-balanced mathematics curriculum, the primary focal points at Grade 6 are using ratios 
to describe proportional relationships involving number, geometry, measurement, and probability 
and adding and subtracting decimals and fractions. 
 

Mathematics, Grade 7 
Within a well-balanced mathematics curriculum, the primary focal points at Grade 7 are using 
proportional relationships in number, geometry, measurement, and probability; applying addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division of decimals, fractions and integers; and using statistical 
measures to describe data. 
 

Mathematics, Grade 8 
Within a well-balanced mathematics curriculum, the primary focal points at Grade 8 are using basic 
principles of algebra to analyze and represent proportional and non-proportional relationships and 
using probability to describe data and make predictions. 
 

Science, Grade 6 
Grade 6 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is on physical 
science.  During this year, the study of science includes planning and conducting field and 
laboratory investigations, for at least 40% of instructional time, using scientific methods, critical-
thinking, and scientific problem-solving.  Students use a variety of tools to collect and analyze 
information.  Students also use computers and other information technology tools to support 
scientific investigations. 
 
Matter and energy 
Students will focus on matter and energy, its physical and chemical properties, and the changes it 
can undergo.  They will concentrate on developing an understanding of elements and compounds. 
 
Force, motion and energy 
Students will investigate the relationship between force and motion using a variety of means 
including calculations and measurement.  Finally, the relationship between force and motion will be 
explored using simple machines. 
 

 
 



 
 
Earth and space 
Students will focus on developing an understanding of the Earth as part of our solar system.  The 
topics developed include organization of the solar system, relevant sizes of objects and distances 
between objects in the solar system, the role gravity plays in our solar system, and space 
exploration. 
 
Organisms and environments 
Students will gain an understanding of the broadest taxonomic classifications of organisms and how 
characteristics determine their classification.  The other major topics developed in the strand include 
the interdependence between organisms and their environments, different types of environments, 
and the organisms they support. 

 
Science, Grade 7 
Grade 7 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is on organisms 
and the environment.  During this year, the study of science includes planning and conducting 
field and laboratory investigations for at least 40% of instructional time using scientific methods, 
critical thinking, and scientific methods, critical thinking, and scientific problem-solving.  Students 
use a variety of tools to collect and analyze information.  Students also use computers and 
information technology tools to support scientific investigations. 
 
Matter and Energy 
Students will focus on the interactions that occur between matter and energy.  Students learn about 
kinetic and potential energy and identify photosynthesis as an example of the transformation of 
radiant energy from the Sun into chemical energy for use by plants.  Students will learn that matter 
has physical and chemical properties and can undergo physical and chemical changes. 
 
Force, Motion and Energy 
Students will learn that there is a relationship between force, motion and energy.  The student will 
focus on comparing and contrasting how forces do work with and without simple machines; 
demonstrate how body systems act as simple machines in their application of forces; and relate the 
amount of work done during an everyday activity to energy transformations. 
 
Earth and Space Science 
Earth and Space phenomena can be observed in a variety of settings.  Both natural events and 
human activity can impact Earth systems.  There are characteristics of Earth and relationships to 
objects in the solar system that allow life to exist. 
 
Organisms and Environment 
Students understand the relationship between living organisms and their environment.  Students 
learn that all organisms obtain energy, get rid of wastes, grow and reproduce.  Sexual and asexual 
reproduction will also be explored. Students extend their understanding of structures in living 
systems from a previous focus on external structures to an understanding of internal structures and 
functions within living things. 
 
Students will compare plant and animal cells and understand the internal structures within them that 
allow them to obtain energy, get rid of wastes, grow and reproduce in different ways.  Students will 
learn the main functions and major structures of human body systems such as circulatory, 
respiratory, skeletal, muscular, digestive and excretory systems. 



 

 
 
Science, Grade 8 
Grade 8 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is on earth and 
space science.   During the year, the study of science includes planning and conducting field and 
laboratory investigations for at least 40% of instructional time using scientific methods, critical 
thinking, and scientific problem-solving.  Students use a variety of tools to collect and analyze 
information.  Students also use computers and information technology tools to support scientific 
investigations. 
 
Matter and Energy 
Students recognize that matter is composed of atoms.   Students examine information on the 
periodic table to recognize that elements are grouped into families.  They will use chemical 
formulas and balanced equations to show chemical reactions and the formation of new substances. 
 
Force and Motion 
Students experiment with the relationship between forces and motion through the study of Newton’s 
three laws.  Students learn how these forces relate to geologic processes and astronomical 
phenomena. 
 
Earth and Space 
Students will identify the role of natural events in altering Earth systems.  Cycles within Earth, sun 
and moon systems are studied as students learn about seasons, tides, and lunar phases.  Students 
learn that stars and galaxies are part of the universe and that distances in space are measured by 
using light waves.  In addition, students use data to research about scientific theories of the origin of 
the universe.  Students will illustrate how Earth features change over time by plate tectonics.  
Students learn how interactions in solar, weather,  and ocean systems create changes in weather 
patterns and climate. 
 
Organisms and Environments 
Students will study interactions between organisms in ecosystems, including producer/consumer, 
predator/prey, and parasite/host relationships, especially in ocean systems.  Students also study 
biotic and abiotic factors.  In addition, students explore how organisms and their populations 
respond to short and long-term environmental changes including those caused by human activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Social Studies, Grade 6 
In Grade 6, students study people and places of the contemporary world. Societies selected for study 
are chosen from the following regions of the world: Europe, Russia and the Eurasian republics, 
North America, Middle America, South America, Southwest Asia-North Africa, Sub-Saharan 
Africa, South Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, Australia, and the Pacific Rim. Students describe the 
influence of individuals and groups on historical and contemporary events in those societies and 
identify the locations and geographic characteristics of selected societies. Students identify different 
ways of organizing economic and governmental systems. The concepts of limited and unlimited 
government are introduced, and students describe the nature of citizenship in various societies. 
Students compare institutions common to all societies such as government, education, and religious 
institutions. Students explain how the level of technology affects the development of the selected 
societies and identify different points of view about selected events.  
 
 
Social Studies, Grade 7 
In Grade 7, students study early Texas history to the present. Students examine the full scope of 
Texas history, including the cultures of Native Americans living in Texas prior to European 
exploration and the eras of mission-building, colonization, revolution, republic and statehood. The 
focus in each era is on key individuals, events, and issues and their impact. Students identify regions 
of Texas and the distribution of population within and among the regions and explain the factors 
that caused Texas to change from an agrarian to an urban society. Students describe the structure 
and functions of municipal, county, and state governments, explain the influence of the U .S. 
Constitution on the Texas Constitution, and examine the rights and responsibilities of Texas 
citizens. Students use primary and secondary sources to examine the rich and diverse cultural 
background of Texas as they identify the different racial and ethnic groups that settled the Texas   
republic and the state of  Texas.  Students analyze the impact of scientific discoveries and 
technological innovations such as barbed wire and the oil and gas industries on the development of 
Texas. Students use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about Texas. 

 
Social Studies, Grade 8 
In Grade 8, students study the history of the United States from the early colonial period 
through Reconstruction. Historical content focuses on the political, economic, and social 
events and issues related to the colonial and revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the 
U. S. Constitution, challenges of the early Republic, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil War, 
and Reconstruction. Students describe the physical characteristics of the United States and their 
impact on population distribution and settlement patterns from the past and present. Students 
analyze the various economic factors that influenced the development of colonial America and the 
early years of the Republic and identify the origins of the free enterprise system.  Students examine 
American beliefs and principles, including limited government, checks and balances, federalism, 
separation of powers, and individual rights, reflected in the U.S. Constitution and other historical 
documents. Students evaluate the impact of Supreme Court cases and major reform movements of 
the 19th century and examine the rights and responsibilities of citizens of the United States as well 
as the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society. Students evaluate the impact of 
scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the development of the United States. 
Students use critical-thinking skills, including the identification of bias in written, oral, and visual 
material. 
 



 

Exploring Careers  Grades 7                                                                
The career development process is unique to every person and evolves throughout one's life. 
Students will use decision-making and problem-solving skills for college and career planning. 
Students will explore valid, reliable educational and career information to learn more about 
themselves and their interests and abilities. Students integrate skills from academic subjects, 
information technology, and interpersonal communication to make informed decisions. This course 
is designed to guide students through the process of investigation and in the development of a 
college and career achievement plan. Students will use interest inventory software or other tools to 
explore areas of personal interest. Students will use this information to explore educational 
requirements for a variety of chosen career paths. Districts have the flexibility of offering career 
exploration knowledge and skills in a variety of instructional arrangements. 

Career Portals   Grades 8                                                                        
The goal of this course is to create a culture of high expectation and continuous improvement that 
provides middle school students with a foundation for success in high school, future studies, and 
careers. Students explore college and career planning within specific career cluster(s). The students 
research labor market information, learn job-seeking skills, and create documents required for 
employment. Students use self-knowledge to explore and set realistic goals. Districts have the 
flexibility of offering career exploration knowledge and skills in a variety of instructional 
arrangements. 

Technology Applications, Grades 6-8 
Technology Applications is part of the required curriculum.  The district may provide instruction in 
a variety of arrangements and settings, including integration of technology into curriculum areas.  
Laredo ISD provides the technology application curriculum through integration. 
 
Technology Applications is a required curriculum specified the Texas Education Code §28.002.  
This curriculum focuses on the teaching, learning, and integration of digital technology knowledge 
and skills across the curriculum, especially in the core curriculum areas, to support learning and 
promote student achievement. 
 

Independent Living Skills, Grades 6-8 
This course provides instruction in practical life skills in the areas of academics, community, 
vocational, domestic skills, self-help, fine arts and recreational skills.  Students will perform their 
work in this course using hands-on methods in either a classroom or community setting on an 
individual functional proficiency level as determined by their IEP.  This course is intended for 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities after verification that any and all 
modifications and/or services have been attempted or considered in order to enable the students to 
receive services in the least restrictive environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Physical Education, Grade 6 
In Physical Education, students acquire the knowledge and skills for movement that provide the 
foundation for enjoyment, continued social development through activity, and access to physically-
active lifestyle and understand the relationship between physical activity and health throughout the 
life span. In Grades 6-8, students understand in greater detail the function of the body, learn to 
measure their own performances more accurately, and develop plans for improvement. They learn 
to use technology such as heart rate monitors to assist in measuring and monitoring their own 
performance. Identifying the types of activities that provide them with enjoyment and challenge and 
that will encourage them to be physically active throughout life is reinforced during instruction in 
these grades. 
 

Physical Education, Grade 7 
In Physical Education, students acquire the knowledge and skills for movement that provide the 
foundation for enjoyment, continued social development through activity, and access to a 
physically-active lifestyle. The students exhibits a physically-active lifestyle and understand the 
relationship between physical activity and health throughout the lifespan Seventh grade students 
apply similar concepts from one sport or movement setting to another. Students can observe another 
individuals performance and notice key elements for success.  At this grade level, students 
participate in physical activity both in and out of school while maintaining a healthy level of fitness 
as their bodies grow and change. Their knowledge of safety and the ability to manage their behavior 
is reinforced. Instruction is directed more toward encouraging the incorporation of physical activity 
into a daily routine and less toward fundamental skill development. 
 

Physical Education, Grade 8 
In Physical Education, students acquire the knowledge and skills for movement that provide the 
foundation for enjoyment, continued social development through physical activity, and access to a 
physically-active lifestyle and understand the relationship between physical activity and health 
throughout the lifespan. In Grade 8, although the acquisition of physical fitness and skill 
development is important, emphasis is placed more on participation for enjoyment and challenge, 
both in and out of school. Understanding the need to remain physically active throughout life by 
participating in enjoyable lifetime activities is the basis for eighth grade instruction. 
 

Health Education, Grade 6-8 
In the middle school, students learn about health behaviors that will safeguard their health as well as 
information related to understanding puberty and the reproductive process.  Students are taught 
about factors in their environment that impact, not only their health and the health of their families, 
but the health of their communities as well.  Middle school students learn to refine their critical-
thinking skills to avoid unsafe situations, analyze health information and products, and maintain 
healthy relationships.  Students begin to investigate health in the broader context of community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Spanish for grades 6th-8th for non-Spanish Speakers  
In grades 6th-8th, schools are strongly encouraged to offer languages other than English. For 
Introductory Spanish 6th grade and Introductory Spanish 7th grade, the essential knowledge and 
skills are those designated as Levels I and II –novice progress checkpoint and for Spanish I 7, 
Spanish I 8, and Spanish II 8, the essential knowledge and skills are those designated as Levels III 
and IV –intermediated progress checkpoint, exploratory languages, and cultural and linguistic topics 
(relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than English). 
Students enrolled in these courses need to complete the course in its entirety in order to receive 
proper credit; therefore, no students will be assigned to these classes three weeks after the 
beginning of the school year. 
 

Spanish for grades 6th-8th for Spanish Speakers 
Students of languages other than English gain the knowledge to understand cultural practices (what 
people do) and products (what people create) and to increase their understanding of other cultures as 
well as to interact with members of those cultures. Through the learning of languages other than 
English, students obtain the tools and develop the context needed to connect with other subject 
areas and to use the language to acquire information and reinforce other areas of study. Students of 
languages other than English develop an understanding of the nature of language, including 
grammar, and culture and use this knowledge to compare languages and cultures and to expand 
insight into their own language and culture. Students enhance their personal and public lives and 
meet the career demands of the 21st century by using a language other than English to participate in 
communities in Texas, in other states, and around the world. Students enrolled in the full year 
courses Spanish I 7, Spanish I 8, or Spanish II 8 need to complete the course in their entirety in 
order to receive proper credit; therefore, no students will be assigned to these classes three 
weeks after the beginning of the school year.  
 

Introductory Spanish for 6th grade 
The purpose of Introductory Spanish for 6th grade is to introduce the study of the Spanish language 
at the 6th grade level.  Students will be exposed to basic vocabulary, such as greetings, numbers, 
colors, etc. They will learn basic concepts, such as diphthongs, division of the words into syllables, 
the present tense, etc.  It is important to note that these are one (1) semester courses. 

 
Introductory Spanish for 7th grade  
The purpose of Introductory Spanish for 7th grade is to introduce the study of the Spanish language 
at the 7th grade level.  Students will be exposed to basic vocabulary, such as greetings, numbers, 
colors, etc. They will learn basic concepts, such as diphthongs, division of the words into syllables, 
the present tense, etc.  It is important to note that these are one (1) semester courses. 

 
Spanish I 7 for Spanish Speakers 
This course will expose students to a more complex curriculum equivalent to the one offered in the 
high school.  Spanish I 7 for Spanish Speakers will be a continuation of study of the Spanish 
language through the development of skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students will 
review diphthongs, verb tenses, conjugations, and common correct usage. Also, they will be 
introduced to important works of the Spanish and Spanish-American writers.  Seventh grade 
students who enroll and pass this full year course earn one high school credit; therefore, in order 
to meet credit requirements, students may not be placed in this course three weeks after the 
beginning of the school year.  
 
 



 

Spanish I 8 for Spanish Speakers 
This course will allow students to gain mastery of their cultural language. Spanish I 8 for Spanish 
Speakers will be a continuation of study of the Spanish language through the development of skills 
in listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students will review diphthongs, verb tenses, 
conjugations, and common correct usage. Also, they will be introduced to important works of the 
Spanish and Spanish-American writers. Eighth grade students who enroll and pass this full year 
course earn one high school credit; therefore, in order to meet credit requirements, students 
may not be placed in this course three weeks after the beginning of the school year. 
 

Spanish I 7 for non-Spanish Speakers 
Spanish I 7 for non-Spanish Speakers is the beginning study of the Spanish language through the 
development of skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students will be exposed to basic 
vocabulary, such as greetings, numbers, colors, etc.  It introduces diphthongs, verb tenses, 
conjugations, and their common correct usage. Taking into consideration their level, they will be 
introduced to appropriate literature.  Seventh grade students who enroll and pass this full year 
course in its entirety earn one high school credit: therefore, in order to meet credit requirements, 
students may not be placed in this course three weeks after the beginning of the school year. 
 

Spanish I 8 for non-Spanish Speakers 
Spanish I 8 for non-Spanish Speakers is the beginning study of the Spanish language through the 
development of skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students will be exposed to basic 
vocabulary, such as greetings, numbers, colors, etc. It introduces diphthongs, verb tenses, 
conjugations, and their common correct usage.  Taking into consideration their level, they will be 
introduced to appropriate literature.  Eighth grade students who enroll and pass this full year course 
earn one high school credit; therefore, in order to meet credit requirements, students may not 
be placed in this course three weeks after the beginning of the school year.   
 

Spanish II  for Spanish Speakers (Pre-requisite: Spanish I 7 for 
Spanish Speakers) 
The student furthers the communication in Spanish using the skills of listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing. The student continues to gain knowledge and understanding of Spanish-speaking 
cultures. The student uses the language to make connections with other subject areas and to acquire 
information. The student develops insight into the nature of language and culture by comparing the 
student's own language and culture to another. The student uses the language both within and 
beyond the school setting and shows evidence of becoming a lifelong learner by using the language 
for personal enrichment and career development. Eighth grade students who enroll and pass this full 
year course earn one high school credit; therefore, in order to meet credit requirements, 
students may not be placed in this course three weeks after the beginning of the school year.  
 

Spanish II for non-Spanish Speakers (Pre-requisite: Spanish I 7 for 
non-Spanish Speakers) 
The student furthers the communication in Spanish using the skills of listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing. The student continues to gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures. The 
student uses the language to make connections with other subject areas and to acquire information. 
The student develops insight into the nature of language and culture by comparing the student's own 
language and culture to another. The student uses the language both within and beyond the school 
setting and shows evidence of becoming a lifelong learner by using the language for personal 
enrichment and career development.  Eighth grade students who enroll and pass this full year course 
earn one high school credit; therefore, in order to meet credit requirements, students may not 
be placed in this course three weeks after the beginning of the school year. 



 
 

Art, Grade 6-8 
Four basic strands--perception, creative expression/performance, historical and cultural heritage, 
and critical evaluation--provide broad, unifying structures for organizing the knowledge and skills 
students are expected to acquire. Students rely on their perceptions of the environment, developed 
through increasing visual awareness and sensitivity to surroundings, memory, imagination, and life 
experiences, as a source for creating artworks. They express their thoughts and ideas creatively, 
while challenging their imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort 
and problem-solving skills. By analyzing artistic styles and historical periods students develop 
respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. Students respond to and analyze 
artworks, thus contributing to the development of lifelong skills of making informed judgments and 
evaluations. 

 
Theatre, Grade 6-8 
Four basic strands-perceptions, creative expression/performance, historical and cultural 
heritage, and critical evaluation-provide broad, unifying structures for organizing knowledge and 
skills students are expected to acquire. Through perceptual studies, students increase their 
understanding of self and others and develop clear ideas about the world. Through a variety of 
theatrical experiences, students communicate in a dramatic form, make artistic choices, solve 
problems, build positive self-concepts, and relate interpersonally. 
Students increase their understanding of heritage and traditions through historical and cultural 
studies in theatre. Student response and evaluation promote thinking and further discriminating 
judgment, developing students who are appreciative and evaluative consumers of live theatre, film 
television, and other technologies. 

 
Music/Band, Music/Orchestra and Music/Choir Grade 6-8 
Band, Orchestra and Choir which is available for 6th, 7th and 8th graders, involves unity, 
teamwork, ensemble and great cooperation with everyone striving for a common goal. The 
orchestra is made up of various string instruments.  The Band is made up of wood-wind, brass, and 
percussion instruments. The orchestra is made up of various string instruments.  Band members will 
perform in U .I.L. competitions and at concerts and should be prepared to spend time outside of the 
school day preparing for these performances. Elements of music are approached through exercises 
of increasing difficulty, which present challenging, interesting, and enriching activities. Band is an 
all year class. 
 
 
 
Integrated Skills 6-8 
This course is taken by all students in order to provide remediation & acceleration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
High School Credit Course Descriptions 

 
Half Credit (High School) 
Touch System Data Entry 
Students apply technical skills to address business applications of emerging technologies. Students 
enhance reading, writing, computing, communication, and reasoning skills and apply them to the 
business environment. Students will need to apply touch system data entry for production of 
business documents. 

 
One Credit (High School) 
Develops psychomotor skills in operating the keyboard as well as achieving acceptable speed and 
accuracy levels; provides for instruction in formatting of basic documents for both personal and 
business use; provides opportunities for students to apply keyboarding skills in real-life situations; 
emphasizes mastery of touch control of keyboard characters, correct key stroking, and proper 
manipulations of operative parts and care of the machine; develops skill through a continuous 
program of selective practice based on diagnosis of individual needs; provides instruction in the 
production of letters, manuscripts, tabulations, business communications, reports and themes, and 
composition at the keyboard; and also includes skill development in proofreading, spelling, word 
division, punctuation, and correction techniques. 
 

Algebra I 
One Credit (High School) 
Criterion to be recommended for Algebra I in the 8th grade 
There is set criterion to identify students who might be better prepared to successfully perform in 
Algebra I in 8th grade.  A rubric is used to recommend 7th grade students to Algebra I. 
 
7th Grade students must have: 

1. a grade of 85 or higher in the 7th grade mathematics course 
2. a scale core of 2300 or higher in the 7th grade mathematics TAKS 
3. a grade of 80 or better in the district mathematics assessment ( a test given 

to 7th grade students by the district during the last six weeks of the year) 
 
Students must meet all criteria to merit a recommendation to be placed in Algebra I in 8th grade. 
Students recommended for Algebra I in 8th grade will be strongly encouraged to participate in an 
Algebra I Summer Camp at their respective schools during the summer school program. 
 
Foundation concepts for high school mathematics.  As presented in Grades k-8, the basic 
understandings of number, operation, and quantitative reasoning; patterns; relationships, and 
algebraic thinking; geometry; measurement; and probability and statistics are essential foundations 
for all work in high school mathematics. Students will continue to build on this foundation as they 
expand their understanding through other mathematical experiences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Algebraic thinking and symbolic reasoning:  
Symbolic reasoning plays a critical role in algebra; symbols provide powerful ways to represent 
mathematical situations and to express generalizations. Students use symbols in a variety of ways to 
study relationship among quantities. 
 

Function concepts:  
Functions represent the systematic dependence of one quantity on another.  Students use functions 
to represent and model problem situations and to analyze and interpret relationships. 
 

Relationship between equations and functions: 
Equations arise as a way of asking and answering questions involving functional relationships. 
Students work in many situations to set up equations and use a variety of methods to solve these 
equations. 
 

Tools for algebraic thinking:  
Techniques for working with functions and equations are essential in understanding underlying 
relationships. Students use a variety of representations (concrete, numerical, algorithmic, and 
graphical), tools, and technology, including, but not limited to, powerful and accessible hand-held 
calculators and computers with graphing capabilities and model mathematical situations to solve 
meaningful problems. 
 

Underlying mathematical processes:  
Many processes underlie all content areas in mathematics. As they do mathematics, students 
continually use problem- solving, computation in problem solving contexts, language and 
communication, connections within and outside mathematics, and reasoning, as well as multiple 
representations, applications and modeling, and justification. 
 

 
Health Education, Grade 8 
(Half Credit High School) 
In health education, students acquire the health information and skills necessary to become healthy 
adults and learn about behaviors in which they should and should not participate. To achieve that 
goal, students will understand the following: students should first seek guidance in the area of 
health from their parents; personal behaviors can increase or reduce health risks throughout their 
lifespan; health is influenced by a variety of factors; students can recognize and utilize health 
information and products; and personal/interpersonal skills are needed to promote individual, 
family, and community health. (Health Education credit for high school at all middle schools) 
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CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE#

6 = LS

ABBREVIATION

7 = VI

GRADE

002124 MATH 7 03103000 MTH 7 7

7
002424 MATH ESL 7 03103000 MTH ESL 7
002324 PRE-AP 7 03103000 PRE-AP MTH 7

6

7

0*2524 MATH 7* 900*2524 MTH 7* 7

072113 ACC MATH 6 82100113 ACC MATH 6

6
0*2514 MATH 6* 900*2514 MTH 6* 6
002414 MATH ESL 6 02820000 MTH ESL 6

6

002314 PRE-AP MATH 6 02820000 PRE-AP MTH 6 6

002114 MATH 6 02820000

8

COURSE LIST

MATHEMATICS

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION GRADE

LANGUAGE ARTS 

001238 STUDY SKILLS RDG WRTG 8 84000238 STSK RDG/WR 8

001236 STUDY SKILLS RDG WRTG 6 82000236 STSK RDG/WR 6

001237 STUDY SKILLS RDG WRTG 7 84000237

001163 STUDY SKILLS WRTG 8 84000163 STSK  WR 8

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION

001143 STUDY SKILLS WRTG 6 82000143 STSK WR 6

GRADE

6

7

8

6

7

MTH 6

STSK RDG/WR 7

7

071163 ACC WRITING 8 84000163 ACCWRTG 8 8

071153 ACC WRITING 7 84000153 ACCWRTG 7

8

071143 ACC WRITING 6 82000143 ACCWRTG 6 6

071133 ACC RDG ELEC 8 03273430 ACCRELC 8

6
071123 ACC RDG ELEC 7 03273420 ACCRELC 7 7
071113 ACC RDG ELEC 6 03273410

GRADE

001153 STUDY SKILLS WRTG 7 84000153 STSK WR 7

ACCRELC 6

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION

2 = any IDEA st. 3 = AI 4 = AS 5 = AU 6 = LS 7 = VI

2= any IDEA student     3=AI (Aud Imprd)  4=AS (Assist Unit)
5= AU (Autistic)              6= LS (Life Skills)  7 = VI (Vis Imprd)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 = AU 6 = LS 7 = VI* 2 = any IDEA st. 3 = AI 4 = AS

8
073133 ACC SCIENCE 8 84800133 ACC SCI 8 8
0*3534 SCIENCE 8* 900*3534 SCI 8*

8
003434 SCIENCE ESL 8 03060800 SCI ESL 8 8
003334 PRE-AP SCIENCE 8 03060800 PRE-AP SCI 8

GRADE

003134 SCIENCE 8 03060800 SCI 8 8

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION

7

* 2 = any IDEA st. 3 = AI 4 = AS 5 = AU 6 = LS 7 = VI

073123 ACC SCIENCE 7 84800123 ACC SCI 7

7

0*3524 SCIENCE 7* 900*3524 SCI 7* 7

003424 SCIENCE ESL 7 03060700 SCI ESL 7

7

003324 PRE-AP SCIENCE 7 03060700 PRE-AP SCI 7 7

003124 SCIENCE 7 03060700 SCI 7

GRADE

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION GRADE

03103100 MTH 8 8
8HSC 1

8

MATHEMATICS

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE#

03100500 PRE-AP ALG I 8

ABBREVIATION

03103100 MTH ESL 8

002134 MATH 8
002334 PRE-AP ALG I 8

8

002434 MATH ESL 8

884100133 ACC MATH 8
0*2534 MATH 8* 900*2534 MTH 8*

5 = AU 6 = LS 7 = VI

072133 ACC MATH 8

* 2 = any IDEA st. 3 = AI 4 = AS

GRADE

003114 SCIENCE 6 02830000 SCI 6 6

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION

6

003414 SCIENCE ESL 6 02830000 SCI ESL 6 6

003314 PRE-AP SCIENCE 6 02830000 PRE-AP SCI 6

6

0*3514 SCIENCE 6* 900*3514 SCI 6*

073113 ACC SCIENCE 6 82700113 ACC SCI 6

5 = AU 6 = LS 7 = VI

COURSE LIST

SCIENCE

* 2 = any IDEA st. 3 = AI 4 = AS

6

2= any IDEA student     3=AI (Aud Imprd)  4=AS (Assist Unit)
5= AU (Autistic)              6= LS (Life Skills)  7 = VI (Vis Imprd)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION

COURSE LIST

GRADE

004114 W HISTORY 6 02870000 W H 6 6

6
004414 W HISTORY ESL 6 02870000  H W ESL 6 6
004314 PRE-AP W HISTORY 6 02870000 PRE-AP H W 6

6
074113 ACC SOC ST 6 82300113 ACC S ST 6 6
0*4514 SOC ST 6* 900*3584 S ST 6*

* 2 = any IDEA st. 3 = AI 4 = AS

ABBREVIATION

5 = AU 6 = LS 7 = VI

PRE-AP TX H  7

GRADE

004124 TX HISTORY 7 03343000 TX H 7 7

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE#

S ST 7*

7

004424 TX HISTORY/ESL 7 03343000  TXH ESL 7 7

004324 PRE-AP TX HISTORY 7 03343000

4 = AS

7
074123 ACC SOC ST 7 84400123 ACC S ST 7 7
0*4534 SOC ST 7* 900*4524

5 = AU 6 = LS 7 = VI

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION

* 2 = any IDEA st. 3 = AI

03343100 PRE-AP US H 8

GRADE

004134 US HIST 8 03343100 USHIS 8 8

900*4534 S ST 8*

8

004434  US HIST/ESL 8 03343100 USH ESL 8 8

004334 PRE-AP US HIST 8

3 = AI 4 = AS

8

074133 ACC SOC ST 8 84400133 ACC SST 8 8

0*4524 SOC ST 8*

5 = AU 6 = LS 7 = VI* 2 = any IDEA st.

2= any IDEA student     3=AI (Aud Imprd)  4=AS (Assist Unit)
5= AU (Autistic)              6= LS (Life Skills)  7 = VI (Vis Imprd)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



03440110 SPAN I 8  HSC

005174 SPANISH I 8 (For Non Sp Spk) 03440100 SPAN I 8 HSC
005164 SPANISH I 7 (For Non Sp Spk) 

066134 GUITAR 8
MEDIATION 6

 HSC005144 SPANISH I 7 (For Sp Spk) 03440110 SPAN I 7
005154 SPANISH I 8 (For Sp Spk) 

6
7

8

84500124 GUITAR 7

84500134 GUITAR 8

066124

8059734 HSEHOLD SK 8 90059734

6MEDIATN 684500213066213

GUITAR 7
066114 GUITAR 6 84500114 GUITAR 6

HOLD 8

6

059724 HSEHOLD SK 7 90059724 HOLD 7 7

059714 HSEHOLD SK 6 90059714 HOLD 6

7

066233 MEDIATION 8 84500233 MEDIATN 8 8

066223 MEDIATION 7 84500223 MEDIATN 7

7
006734 MUSIC/ORCHESTRA 8 03154505 ORCH 8 8
006724 MUSIC/ORCHESTRA 7 03154201 ORCH 7

8

006714 MUSIC/ORCHESTRA 6 02930000 ORCH 6 6

006764 THEATRE 8 03253002 THEART 8

7

006763 THEATRE 8 03253002 THEART 8 8

006754 THEATRE 7 03253001 THEART 7

6

006753 THEATRE 7 03253001 THEART 7 7

006744 THEATRE 6 02900000 THEART 6

7

COURSE LIST

ELECTIVES

CODE # COURSE TITLE

000744 INTEGRATED SKILLS 6 85000744 INTSK 6

081164 COMSRVHOSTMEN 8 85000164 CSHOSTM 8

081154 COMSRVHOSTMEN 7 85000154 CSHOSTM 7

SERVICE# ABBREVIATION GRADE

7
6

8

8

000754 INTEGRATED SKILLS 7 85000754 INTSK 7

000764 INTEGRATED SKILLS 8 85000764 INTSK8
6

005123 SPANISH 7 (no credit) 03443000 SPAN 7 7

005113 SPANISH 6 (no credit) 03443000 SPAN 6

03440100 SPAN I 7 HSC

005194 SPANISH II 8 (For Non Sp Spk) 03440200 SPAN II 8 HSC
005184 SPANISH II 8 (For Sp Spk) 03440220 SPAN II 8

6

006723 ART 7 03503001 ART 7 7

006713 ART 6 02510009 ART 6

8

006784 ADV ART 7 84500724 ADV ART 7 7

006733 ART 8 03503002 ART 8

8

006114 MUSIC/BAND 6 02910000 BAND 6 6

006794 ADV ART 8 84500734 ADV ART 8

7
006134 MUSIC/BAND 8 03154503 BAND 8 8
006124 MUSIC/BAND 7 03154101 BAND 7

6
006154 MUSIC/CHOIR 7 03154301 CHOIR 7 7
006144 MUSIC/CHOIR 6 02920000 CHOIR 6

02900000 THEART 6 6
006164 MUSIC/CHOIR 8 03154504 CHOIR 8

 HSC

8
006743 THEATRE 6

 
 



8000164 TECH APPLIC 8 (INTEGRATED) 02580130 TECHAPP 8

6

000154 TECH APPLIC 7 (INTEGRATED) 03580110 TECHAPP 7 7

000144 TECH APPLIC 6 (INTEGRATED) 02670070 TECHAPP 6

80*7734 HEALTH 8* 900*7734 HLTH ED 8*

6

0*7724 HEALTH 7* 900*7724 HLTH ED 7* 7

0*7714 HEALTH 6* 900*7714 HLTH ED 6*

8
007773 HEALTH ED 8 (HS CREDIT 1/2) 03810100 HLTH ED 8 HSC
007763 HEALTH 8 03813000 HEALTH 7

6

007753 HEALTH 7 03813000 HEALTH 7 7

007743 HEALTH 6 02860000 HEALTH 6

EXPCARS

008994

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

COURSE LIST

HEALTH

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION GRADE

GRADE

7

008184(1) CAREER PORTALS 12700400** CARPORT 8

008174(1) EXPLORING CAREERS 12700300**

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION

ABBREVIATION GRADE

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE# ABBREVIATION GRADE

6
007123 CO ED PHYSICAL ED 7 03823000 CE PE 7 7
007113 CO ED PHYSICAL ED 6 02850000 CE PE 6

8007133 CO ED PHYSICAL ED 8 03823000 CE PE 8

6
007724 ATHLETICS 7 03823000 ATH 7 7
007714 PRE ATHLETICS 6 02850000 PRE ATH 6

8
0*7534 AD PHY ED 6-8* 900*7534 AD PE 6-8
007734 ATHLETICS 8 03823000 ATH 8

6

007124 PEP SQUAD/CHEERLEADING 7 84200124 PEPSQ/CHLD 6 7

007114 PEP SQUAD/CHEERLEADING 6 82200114 PEPSQ/CHLD 6

*

8007134 PEP SQUAD/CHEERLEADING 8 84200134 PEPSQ/CHLD 6

INTEGRATED COURSES

CODE # COURSE TITLE SERVICE#

008194(.5) TOUCH SYSTEM DATA ENTRY 13011300** TSDATAE

2 = any IDEA st. 3 = AI 4 = AS 5 = AU

8

8

6 = LS 7 = VI

(HS CR.5)
TOUCH SYSTEM DATA ENTRY 13011300** TSDATAE

 



NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It is the policy of the Laredo Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, gender, limited English proficiency, or handicapping condition in its 

programs. 
 


